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INTRODUCTION

BUILDINGS

NODES

PATHS

DISTRICTS

LANDMARKS

EDGES
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IMPORTANCE OF URBAN IMAGE

.:الغرض من دراسة الإنطباع الذهني لمنطقة ما هو

:أهمية تكوين إنطباع ذهني قوي وواضح

.المدينةلمستخدميبالعمرانوالإستمتاعوالقدرةبالامانإحساسيعطي1.

.بسهولةالعمرانإستخدامعلىالمستعملينقدرةمنيزيد2.

.معنىعليهاتضفيالعمرانعناصربينمكانيةعلاقةتكوين3.

.العامةللفئاتالعمرانعنواضحذهنيإنطباعتكوين4.

توجيه المصمم إلى طرق للتصميم من شانها تثبيت مكونات العمران المختلفة في أذهان المستعملين

.وتوضيحها لتسهيل حركتهم داخلها
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MENTAL SCHEMA

The users of the city react with environment using SENSES



Dr. Mona Y. Shedid 17

MENTAL SCHEMA

الانطباع الذهني هي عملية انتقالية يقوم بها الفرد كل فرد على حدى اعتمادا على خبراته 

.السابقة وثقافته

The mental process that results in creating an impression 

goes through 3 main steps:

1. Perception                              

2. Cognition                           

3. Image Making                          
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MENTAL SCHEMA

Reality

Perception
الادراك

Cognition
المعرفة

Image

:عملية تكوين الإنطباع الذهني

مكون مادي حقيق ثلاثي 

الأبعاد

يتكون داخل أذهان المستعملي

الفراغ العمراني يحمل إحساس

وشعور تجاه الأشياء

Image Making
تكوين الصورة 

البصرية
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MENTAL IMAGE

Mental Image Properties:

The overall mental image of an urban environment 

will be:

1. Partial: not covering the whole city

2. Simplified: omitting a great deal of information

3. Unique: each individual has his own

4. Distorted: not necessary has distance or 

direction



THE IMAGE OF THE CITY….
KEVIN LYNCH
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THE IMAGE OF THE CITY

The key work in the field of urban imagery is Kevin

Lynch’s the image of the city (1960) based on

mental mapping techniques, and interviews with

the residents of Boston, Jersey city and Los Angles.

(How people orientate themselves and navigate

within cities)

A picture especially in the mind 

Objective city 
image

Subjective human 
thoughts
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The contents of the city image can be 

classified into five types of elements:

1. PATHS

2. EDGES

3. DISTRICTS

4. NODES

5. LANDMARKS

THE IMAGE OF THE CITY
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THE IMAGE OF THE CITY
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PATH

• Definition:
1. The streets, sidewalks and other channels

in which people travel.
• Importance:

1. They organize the mobility.
2. Pattern of street network is what defines

a city and make it unique.
• Characteristics of path:

1. They are defined by their physical
dimension, size, shape and character of
the buildings that line them.

2. They range from grand avenues to
intimate small paths.

Street Of 
Montmartre, 
Paris

The Avenue 
des Champs-
Élysées, Paris, 
France

https://www.123rf.com/photo_31206703_street-of-montmartre-paris-france.html
https://i.redd.it/iaoh7rcgp2vz.jpg
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PATH

• A clear network of routes or path allows:

1. An easily useable series of connections

between places

2. Creating a favorable image in the

memory.

• The most memorable routes are often:

1. With a varied sequence of long and short

views.

2. Terminated with landmarks.
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NODES

• Definition:

 A common point where two or more roads meet to

form a junction or square.

• Importance:

 To increase the perception of an active, urban

corridor and to encourage more walking.

• Characteristics of nodes:

 Pedestrian nodes should include such benches, trash

canes,…to increase the users’ sense of comfort.
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LANDMARKS

• Definition:

 External points of orientation, easily identified objects (towers, hills, sculptures,…).
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LANDMARKS

1. Make it easy to find your way around.
• People find it easier to oriented

themselves and recognize where they are

2. Emphasize the hierarchy of a place.
• Help to provide reference points and

emphasize the hierarchy of a place. These
are best created at main centers of
activities.

3. Create the skyline.
• Skyline created by roofs of buildings not

only adds visual interest, but also convey
particular activities..

London eye added a new landmark to the London skyline
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EDGE
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EDGE

• Definition:

 They are boundaries between two phases,

bodies of water (ocean, river, lake),

landforms (mountains, hills), manmade

structures (buildings, railroad, walls)

• Importance:

 Functionality and usage of the spaces are

clearly defined by edges.
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DISTRICT

Downtown Khedivial Ciro, Egypt

ريابصمتجانسةعمرانيةمنطقةهوالعمراني(المناطق)الحي

أذهانفيواضحةتجعلهاسلبيةأوايجابيةمميزاتولها

رانيةالعمأوالمعماريةالخصائصخلالمنسواءالمستعملين
سيقالتنعناصرأوالثقافيةالقيمةأوالاجتماعيالمعنىأو



ELEMENTS THAT AFFECT THE CLARITY 
OF THE COMPONENTS OF THE 
VISUAL MAP….

Dr. Mona Y. Shedid 32



Dr. Mona Y. Shedid 33

THE MAIN ELEMENTS

Main Elements of Mental Image

Exposure

التعرض

Form

التشكيل

Meaning

المعنى

Structure

التكوين

:هناك أربعة عوامل مهمة لتقوية الصورة الذهنية عند الاشخاص وهى
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Exposure

.  همفي الخريطة الذهنية لاكثر وضوحا العنصر ووضوحة  امام المشاهدين، كلما كان زاد تعرض كلما 

.الذين يستطبعون رؤيتهزاد عدد الأشخاص كلما أكثر تعرضا كلما كان العنصر 

جود على الو–تكرار الرؤية من اماكن مختلفة –إمكانية الرؤية التفاصيل –محورية الرؤية : ويؤثر على التعرض

.إرتباطه بمعنى قوي–اكثر من محور حركة قوي 
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Exposure
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Form

The simple formation of the element is

very important in making these

components of the mental image visible

to the users, and it is very important for

the shape to be strong, clear and

simple.
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Meaning

ى أي عنصر من العناصر المكونة للصورة الذهنية إذا كان له معن

ة له فإنه يليق بالذهن أكثر والمشاهد يوقعه على الخريطة الذهني

.بوضوح

:1952ثورةبعالمصريةبالصحوةيرتبطالقاهرةبرج

لهيخوقويمعناهاللوتس،زهرةمنومستوحيقويشكله

.رمزإلى



Dr. Mona Y. Shedid 38

Structure

The most important component of the structure is the axis.

Central to the internal composition of the Vatican
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Structure

The most important component of 

the structure is the axis.

The focal configuration is in 

Washington City
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REFERENCES

ALL THE RIGHTS BELONG TO ORIGINAL 

AUTHORS 

The references to multiple sources are text & figures 

(sketches, drawings, pictures, photos,..etc.)
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ASSIGNMENT #6

• Draw your mental map using lynch’s elements to describe the
area (from the main gate of the faculty to architecture
building), to show how they perceived it.

• You need to apply all comments that you have received from
the staff members on your work.

• Assignment #6 submission is next week in a Hard-copy (A2)
format as well as Soft copy.
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ASSIGNMENT #6

Lynch’s Elements
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ASSIGNMENT #6

Lynch’s Elements
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ASSIGNMENT #6

Lynch’s Elements
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ASSIGNMENT #6

Student Work
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ASSIGNMENT #6

Student Work
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ASSIGNMENT #6

Student Work



THANK YOU…

Dr. Mona Y. Shedid 49

ANY QUESTIONS???


